Top 500 Chinese Characters

# Character Pinyin
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de, di

yi

shi

le, lidao
bu, fou
zai

rén

you, you
wo

zhe, zhei
ge, ge
ta

da, dai

shang, shang

FY

yao, yao
men, mén
shuo, shui
dao

jiu

wei, wéi
hui, kuai
di, de
hé, he

shéng

zhong, zhong

dé, déi

Meaning

[structural particle used after an attribute]

one, a, an

be

[aspect marker indicating realisation of a situation]
no, not

[indicating location or time, etc.] at, in

person, human, man

have, there be

I, me

this

[generalised measure word used for nouns without a specific measure te...
he, him

big, large

up, on, in

[preceding a verb to indicate the intended or suggested action]
want; order

[plural marker for pronouns and some animate nouns]

say, speak, tell

go to, reach, arrive

[used for emphasis] just; then; at once

[introducing purpose, reason, beneficiary, etc.] for, because of
can, know how to do

[structural particle introducing an adverbial modifier]

and

by means of, with, in (some way); according to; because of
out; produce; happen

for, to, with regard to

time when ...

[measure word for families or businesses]

also

you

give birth to, bear; become (rusty, ill, etc.); light (a fire)

in, within

[structural particle used after a verb that introduces a complement showi...
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Z duo many, much, plentiful
F zi son, child
5 hou behind; after, later
BB na, nei that
i guo, guo [aspect marker indicating experience]
= zZi from
i hao, hao good, well
e néng, nai can
A me, mé [interrogative particle]
aJ ké, ke but, yet
T Xia under, below
= nian year
% fa, fa send out, give out, distribute
= Xué learn, study
R hai, huan still, yet
4 dou, du all
= shi matter, thing
* qu go
o chéng become, turn into; succeed
x tian [measure word for time] day
= zhe, zhud [aspect marker indicating a durative or ongoing situation]
¥l fang side, party; square; direction
b1 xian now
iz1} mian face, surface; side; (wheat) flour
YE Zuo, zuod do
=] I, i in, inside
35 méi, mo not
2 jing, jing through, by means of; by way of, via
gué country, nation
= kan, kan look, view; look after
F kai open; operate, drive (car), turn on (light); start (business); hold (meeting...
1T xing, hang trip; behaviour
I xiao small, little

- yu [indicating time, location, direction, etc.] in, at
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] dang, dang just at (time or place)
I Xin heart; mind; core, centre
i ér and, yet
z zhi [archaic equivalent of structural particle g4]
J=2] yong use
i téng, tong [indicating relationship, involvement, comparison] with
i zhdng, zhong [indicating species] kind, type
=l dao [measure word for long and narrow objects, doors, orders, questions, dis...
P2 ran correct; right; so; thus; like this; -ly
il gian before; in front of
Ia] wen ask
SC shi solid, firm; true, real, actual
BT suod [particle preceding a verb to form a nominal structure]
= dian [measure word for point, item, etc.]; [measure word for small quantities]
¥ chang, zhang long
i) dong move; arouse; change; use
Gz | xiang think
lie Xi€, suo some, an amount of
# qi get up, rise; up
M céng from
¥t yang [measure word for some material objects] type, sort
7 liang two
s jin enter; advance
ih ta, jié she, her
) fén, fen divide, separate, differentiate; distribute
1R hén very
g IV reason; natural science (in relation to humanities)
EE zhu main, primary, principal
E ding set, fix, decide; subscribe to (newspapers and periodicals, etc.)
T gong work, labour; industry; project
= yi meaning, idea; intention, desire
1) ba, ba [ba-structure preposing the object]

feeling, passion, sentiment; condition, situation

T
2
=
Q

like, as, as if; such as

pos
-
=
=
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zhéng, zhéng
quan

zui

dan

ér

wai

gao

shén, shi

jian, jian

zhong, chéng

gong
qi, j1
yin
wén
zhi, zhi
géi, ji

v

yu, yu
ji

d

guan
zhi, zhi

min

Meaning

just, precisely; just (in progress)

whole, entire, complete

[superlative degree] most

but

[nonsyllabic suffix for retroflection, especially in the Beijing dialect]
outside

tall, high

what

[measure word for rooms]

power, strength

bright, light, clear; open, overt, explicit

(one’s) own; this, current

law; method, way, how-to

word, talk, utterance

[suffix for nouns denoting persons] -ist, -er

[measure word for machines and vehicles, etc.]; [measure word for book...
female, woman
et cetera
trade, line of business; profession, occupation; estate, property; underta...
old, veteran

already

heavy

public; official business; father-in-law

[third person singular or plural] his, her, its, their; that, such
because of, as a result of, according to

script, language; essay, writing

know

to

[indicating involvement or relationship] with

self

[measure word indicating number of repetitions or count of actions or ev...
close, shut; turn off; concern, involve; shut in, lock up; (business) close d...
only

the people; civilian
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K

ti

xiang, xiang

jian, xian

xing

jiang, jiang
chang

bei, p1

Xin

shao, shao

ying, ying

Meaning

three

again, once again

head; end

[used for comparison] than

hand

[negative imperative] don't, had better not
[numeral prefix forming ordinal numbers]
return; reply; decline (invitation)

live, survive

body; style; system

[measure word for respectable people]
do, make

water

have no, there be no

[verb suffix] -ise, -ify

beat, hit, strike; play; typewrite
generation; historical period, dynasty
machine

watch; form, table

electricity, power; telegram, cable
title; topic, subject; problem (in exam)
each other

see, meet

first, earlier

[measure word for persons in general]
fruit

several; how much

property, disposition; sex

[indicating a future happening] will, be going to
often, usually

[passive marker]

new

few, rare

ought to, should; answer, respond, echo; comply with
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1% chang, chang [measure word for processes or courses of occurrence such as rain, snow...
= zhén really
7= jan army
B xiang [indicating direction] to, towards
= cai just
B shén body
— hé, gé shut; suit, agree; combine; add up to
=] mu eye; list
Iig ci this
ik ren recognise; admit; resign oneself to
=1 zdng always; anyway, certainly; sooner or later
zai again
gan, gan work, do (a job)
jié, jie form; settle; tie, knit, knot; bear (fruit)
kou [measure word for people in a family or village, and also for pigs, etc.]; [...
jié, jie untie, undo; explain, solve

produce, yield; reproduce

Hdt & =F HE DO o H ME

shi the world; lifetime; era, age
ping flat, level, even; calm; average, common
wan finish, be over; (use) up
shu book
= gan feel
- er two
i fang put, place; let go, let off; lay aside; show, play (movies, etc.)
il jia add, increase; putin
7] mén door, gate
5 yuan, ydn (bound form) person engaged in a certain field of activity; (bound for...
% zheng government, politics
= qi air; breath; gas
= xin, shén letter, mail
FE z0u walk; leave
4 jin today, now
g geng, géng [comparative degree] more
F* bing, bing and, besides
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jiao, jiao
nei, na
xl, ji

ji

fan

ta

shi

tong, tong
you

du, dué
ren, rén
she

shou

rang

sl1, sai

yudn
chu, chu
r

guan
zhi

wu

bian, bian

Meaning

teach

inside, within

(academic) department; system, series

keep in mind, memorise, remember; take note, write down
oppose, combat; reverse; turn against

[used for non-human things] it

[often used in serial verb constructions] make, cause, enable
enter

car, vehicle; cart

carry; put forward, raise; mention, ask; lift; promote

put together, join; receive, answer (call, letter, etc.); meet, pick up (som...
open up by poking; understand, know; connect, communicate; lead to
by, from

[measure word for temperature, angle, electricity, etc.] degree; kwh
appoint, occupy or take up a post; give free rein to
society, club; agency

receive; be subject to, suffer; endure, bear

give way; let, make; allow

think

stand; erect, set up; establish

difficult

special, unusua

west

former, original

place; department

day; the sun

manage, run, administer; take care (of), care about

make, manufacture

thing

side; edge

each

newspaper

exhibition, display

city, town; market
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jué, jiao
jian
zhi

tido, tiao

féng, féng

lidng, liang

Meaning

road; distance

this, that, the mentioned

listen

change

the circle or world of

fight

team; queue

do

to wait; to inquire after; to watch; season; climate; (old) period of...
hand in, submit, deliver

feel; become aware

[measure word for clothes, furniture, affairs, etc.] item, article
straight, directly; keep (doing something), continuously

[measure word for things of a long and thin shape (e.g. string and river)...
four

[measure word for things arranged by periods] issue (of a periodical)
discuss, talk about, expound; decide on

how, why

look like, resemble; look as if

carry, bring, take

taste, sample

fast, quick

too, excessively; very

[particle used at the end of a question or declarative sentence to indicat...
advantage; benefit, profit, gain

wind

quantity, amount, capacity

non-

moon; month

ten

money, capital, investment; endowment; qualifications
east

each

establish; construct, build
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bao
jué
wang
shén
zhi
zhu
gidng, giang
ming
gao
lid
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qing
zhi

gin, ging

ai

giu

yi

shi

chuén, zhuan
tan

shu, shu

Meaning

protect, defend; guarantee; preserve, maintain; bail
decide; (of a dam or dyke) burst
towards

god

arrive, reach

live, stay

strong, powerful, better

life; fate, destiny; order

tell, make known; sue

flow

department (in a ministry); firm, company
clear

mean, refer to; point to

area, district

teacher; person with a particular professional skill; division
beautiful, pretty

several

sound, noise; voice

have a look; hope

close, intimate

love, like

beg, request, strike for, seek

meaning, sense; justice, righteousness
begin, start

pass on, spread; hand down

talk

way, practice; (surgical) operation
(bound form) child

change, revise, modify

lead

gold, golden; metal; money

eat

shape, form

name, call; shout; order (somebody to do something); order (meal, taxi...
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shi

xiang
guan, guan
shi, zhi
jiang

hé, hé

se, shai

chéng

ji
ma, ma

dan, shan

Meaning

calm, at ease

friend

look; regard (... as)

elephant; image, shape

watch, look at

know

speak, tell

what, how, when, where, why

colour; countenance, look; type; female charm
rule; order; regulations; formula; journey; procedure; sequence
courtyard; academy, institute, hospital

receive, collect; accept

and

near

or

shadow, reflected image; trace; film

hundred

take (medicine); be convinced, obey

type, style

allow

(Chinese) character

light, brightness; glory, honour

to gather; to unite; to unify; whole

deep

count, calculate, number; haggle over

[question tag]

single, solitary; odd

[indicating relationship, involvement, or comparison] with
white

[modal particle indicating a suggestion or request; marking a question re...
rule, govern; treat, cure; control, harness; punish
whole, entire

die

spend
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shang

suan

tido, diao
gian

ji

kong, kong
yuan

xié

zhuan, zhuan
zhao

nan

qu

jing

Meaning

discuss, consult

calculate; regard as

pace; step

eye

must, certainly

to transmit; to lead; to guide; to conduct; to direct

transfer, shift; adjust, turn; harmonise

money

border; edge; boundary; interval; between; inter-; to meet; time; occa...
affair; business; matter; to be engaged in; to attend to; by all means
five

10,000

hold, maintain

[measure word for flat objects and things with a flat surface, and also for...
hold, contain; tolerate; allow, permit
[as in #4...4%] (the more ... ) the more
allow, permit

town, city; city wall

something with a round shape, ball, wad; group; regiment; [short form fo..
[measure word for long and slender objects]

pack, wrap; assure, guarantee; undertake the whole thing; hire
full

transport

make, build; make up

empty, hollow; blank; vacant

[Chinese currency unit] yuan

write

change, shift; pass on; rotate, resolve; turn

look for

male, man

get, take, fetch

clever, shrewd; refined; exquisite; adept, skilled

after all; to investigate; to study carefully; Taiwan pr.
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shan

pian, pian
ji, ji

ban

yuan, yuan
bian, pian
kao

shi

kuang

zU

lidn

ji
Zao

que

jiao

Meaning

mountain, hill

speech, word

[modal particle showing affirmation, approval, or consent]

(both ... ) and; even, furthermore

branch of study; division, section

[measure word for flat and thin pieces] slice; [with — as in — & used for...
used in place names associated with the Ji River j%7K; surname Ji
half

far

[similar to #f;] soon afterwards, just

take an examination, test or quiz, test

lose

moreover; situation

group; set

[asin&...#3(th ) ...] even

base, foundation

early

indeed, really

[measure word for levels, grades and ranks, etc.]; [measure word for stai...
please (do something); ask (somebody to do something); invite
set up, establish

sea

happy, joyful

to comment on; to discuss; to suggest

fire

contend for, vie for; argue

shine, beam, light up; reflect, mirror

illness, ailment

leave, be away

[measure word for a class of similar persons or things] category, kind, sort
extremely

break

attain, reach; amount to

[preceding an adjective or adverb to form a comparison] relatively
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qul

ji

xiao, jiao
zhong
qid

jié, jie
zhuan
gong, gong
quan

que

xing, Xing

yan, yan

jia, jie
xiang
zé
nian

can, shén

Meaning

hot

head

gather, collect; centre on
school

numerous

ball

festival, holiday; section, division; node, joint; critical juncture

specially, specifically

all together

power, authority; right

but

prevail, be in fashion; promote; permit, allow

to grind; study; research

according to

room

choose

[measure word for machines, and also performances, etc.]
history

cut, carve

agriculture, farming

get ready; prepare against; be available, be equipped with
used in #&&; used in &g

merit, achievement; skill

1,000

quality; substance

guest; customer

fall, drop; lower; fall behind

what, which, where, how

price

loud; noisy

[indicating cause, condition, contrast, etc.] then
read aloud; think of, miss; attend school

used in &=
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ES duan section, part; length (of time or distance); paragraph

5 yu, yo give birth; raise, keep; educate

W huan —

iF zheng certificate, papers; proof, evidence

= dang (political) party

= shi show

+ shi member of the senior ministerial class (old); scholar (old); bachelor...

7T qi (bound form) to stand on tiptoe and look; to anticipate; to look forwa...

] yi easy

=5 xU need, require

i suf along with

FR biao mark; sign; label; to mark with a symbol, label, lettering etc; to bea...

5| xi (bound form) to practice; to study; habit; custom

Nz xiao disappear, cause to disappear

B X1 (bank) interest; breath; news

EES zhuang pack, load; fix, install; pretend; play the role of

£ ju lift, raise; enumerate, give (an example)

Ed y1 medical science, medicine; doctor, physician

JE di, de bottom, base; end (of month or year); draft copy, duplicate copy for file...

iE zhu annotate; pour, inject; concentrate

32 qing light

= qing blue, green, cyan

i shui, shéi who

7 ya, ya [sentence final particle]

% zht [measure word used for long and inflexible objects such as pens, arrows...

i wan late

B guan official, officer

B ju possess, have

E yan perform, play, show

I5i fu seat of government; government repository (archive); official residenc...
tu earth, soil

U= jin tight
tai form, appearance; state

S
El

enough, sufficient

iy
N
Q
o
c
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tun
ji
xiao
cun

yin

lid

shi

shuang

Meaning

ma, mum
to dash; to move forward quickly; to bulge; to protrude; to break thro...
bureau, office; state of affairs

line; thread

skill

eight

expend; consume too much, be wasteful

[measure word for workmen]; kind, sort

just, barely; just now

push
is; that is
laugh, smile

exist; deposit; accumulate; check (luggage), leave something with some...
cause, make; guide, lead; quote, cite

happy, delighted, joyful

remain, stay; reserve, save for future use; leave behind
power, influence; momentum, tendency; situation
horse

double; even (as opposed to odd)

again

enough, adequate, sufficient

strict, stern; (air- or water-) tight

finally

stand


https://www.writechinesecharacters.com

